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OUR YEAR TO REBOUND

Despite the fact that many 

of our 2020 events were either 

cancelled or modified to comply 

with pandemic restrictions, our registered ACBS club 

membership saw a steady increase throughout the year, 

indicating a continued commitment to, and interest and 

participation in classic boating. 

After careful consideration by the Executive Committee 

this year, each of your regular shows have been 

scheduled with only minor changes to accommodate the 

continuing concerns with Covid-19.

Our Spring Workshop will be held at a later date to be 

determined, but the Hot Springs, Lake of the Ozarks, 

Table Rock, and Grand Lake events will be held as 

scheduled, albeit in modified rendezvous formats to 

ensure compliance with CDC regulations and maximize 

health and safety of club members and the public.

I could not be prouder of the leadership demonstrated 

by your Board of Directors and Executive Committee, 

not only to keep our schedule of show activities at 

the forefront of our agenda, but to be proactive in 

examining our Bylaw provisions with the formation of 

an active committee with the goal of making our Bylaws 

more clear and complete. The Board also responded 

quickly to authorize our last-minute participation in 

the Tulsa Boat, Sport and Travel Show. They have truly 

risen to the challenges of the past year in a proactive 

and positive way.

We look forward to resuming our regular schedule of 

events this year and to reconnect with our fellowship 

and passion for classic boating. 

Hope to see you in 

Hot Springs.

Chuck Gibbs - 

President

From the Helm
 By Chuck Gibbs
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The beloved wife of Kevin Hogan peacefully passed 
away on Wednesday, February 17, 2021, having battled 
Frontotemporal Degeneration for nearly 10 years.

Jeanne began her career teaching at Oregon Trail Junior 
High in Olathe, Kansas, where she would meet and later 
marry her husband, Kevin Hogan, on July 31, 1981. She 
would spend the next 10 years teaching 7th Grade Unified 
Studies at Oregon Trail, eventually moving to Pioneer Trail 
in 1987 and Frontier Trail in 1996 before returning full 
circle as principal to Oregon Trail in 2001.

Heartland Classics members will always remember Jeanne 
with Harley, her beloved yellow lab.

The Chapter extends condolences to Kevin and their family.

In Memoriam

Jeanne Hogan



Welcome to our New Chapter Members
Logan Fure  Inman, KS 1975 

Glastron CVX-16 

Greg and Janet Hatten  Saint Joseph, MO 
1957 Speedliner 16’ Tropicana 

Randy James Gravois Mills, MO 
1966 Larson 16’ 166

Jim Ketts Gravois Mills, MO

Scott and Thuy Ngo Myers Dallas, TX  
1946 Gar Wood 16’ Ensign 

Allen Stoller Sun Rise Beach, MO 
1995 Home Built 21.4’

Douglas and Cindy Wilsman St. Ann, MO  
1964 Cruisers, Inc 20’
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Chapter Board of Directors

President 
Chuck Gibbs
(918) 645-9000

1st Vice President
Buddy Butler 
(405) 769-2013

2nd Vice President
Ken Everett 
(417) 598-1433

Secretary
Jenni Webber
(573) 286-4913

Treasurer
John Davenport 
(479) 234-5102

Membership
Kathy Parker
(417) 739-2124

Mahogany & Chrome
Forrest Bryant: Editor
forrestdbryant@gmail.com
(816) 896-1818

Courtney Mullan: Art Director
court.mullan@gmail.com
(913) 909-0483

Webmaster
Kathy Parker
(417) 739-2124

Restoration Workshop
Dan Diehl
(918) 230-4508

Hot Springs Classic
John Davenport  
(479) 234.5102

Classics Cruisin’ Table Rock
Don Parker
(417) 739-2124

Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show
Dan Diehl  
(918) 230-4508

Ship’s Store
Becky Caddell
(417) 858-3260

Past President:
Mike Yancey  
(918) 409-7801

Youth Activities
John & Marilyn Davenport
(479) 234-5102

Heartland Classics Chapter Officers

Kathy Parker, Chuck Gibbs, John Mason, Dan Diehl,  
John Davenport, Mark Engstrom, Steve Spinharney, David Vickers,  

Dave Watts, and Forrest Bryant.
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Class of 2021

Becky Caddell – Shell Knob, MO  
bcaddell@centurytel.net

David Wysong – Lake Lotawana, MO 
wysong8@gmail.com

Steve Spinharney – Tulsa, OK  
dspinharney@gmail.com 

Class of 2022

Mark Engstrom – Sunrise Beach, MO 
engstrom.mark@yahoo.com

Tony Fure – Inman, KS  
tkfsales@gmail.com

Jason Kanak – Lowell, AR   
rotus7@gmail.com

Class of 2023

Karl Dietz – Ft. Worth, TX   
kdietz@halbachdietz.com

Kevin Hogan – Olathe, KS  
corvettehogan@comcast.net

John Mason – Linn Creek, MO  
johnemason1956@gmail.com

Ports of Call 2021

Cover Photo provided by Dave Watts. 
Photographer unknown.
1956 33'  Chris Craft Futura Hull #32 
owned by Dave and Elaine Watts of 
Rice, MI – our profile story for this issue.

APR

16
Fri

Hot Springs Classic 
Lake Hamilton at Hot Springs
April 16-17, 2021 – All Day

MAY

1
Sat

Keels & Wheels 2021 
Lakewood Yacht Club at Seabrook, TX
May 1-2, 2021 – All Day

MAY

14
Fri

LOTO Classic Boat Rendezvous 
Margaritaville on Lake of the Ozarks
May 14-16, 2021 – All Day

JUN

3
Thu

Classics Cruisin' 
Rock Lane Resort at Table Rock Lake
June 3-5, 2021 – All Day

SEP

10
Fri

2021 Annual M&C Rendezvous 
Arrowhead Marina on Grand Lake, OK
September 10-11, 2021 – All Day

SEP

16
Thu

2021 ACBS International Boat Show 
Coeur d'Alene, ID
September 16-18, 2021 – All Day



Renovations-One Item to Keel Up

Brent Howard
918-693-1855

bhoward@howardclassicboats.com
www.howardclassicboats.com
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Renovations-One Item to Keel Up

Brent Howard
918.693.1855

bhoward@howardclassicboats.com

NEW Restoration Pictorial
www.classof47.howardclassicboats.com
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PART 3

By Dan Diehl

When I finished Part 2 of this story, I was about to steam the 
battens so they could be bent to fit around the bow. They did 
bend, however they had a tendency to “straight line” from 
one frame to the next. I was disappointed in the finished 
product so I had to come up with a “fix”. As it turned out, 

the worst area was 
near the bow where 
there is about two 
feet between the 
frames. I ended 
up laminating 
¼” of material 
to the outside of 
each batten so I 

could sand and grind this area to obtain a “fair” curve. It 
worked very well. It also added some strength in this long 
unsupported area.

The next step in the restoration 
process is replacing the “Oh So 
Difficult” to make Bull Nose. This 
piece was damaged from 60 years 
of banging docks and the curse of 
wood rot. I used body putty to fill 
in the dents and rot, then sanded it 
to give a nice original shape. I then 

sent it to fellow member Dan Heflin in Wichita, and he used 
his scanner to create a CAD model 
of the part. I laminated numerous 
pieces of mahogany together using 
epoxy and gave him the piece of 
wood to carve out a new part. Using 
his CNC router Dan cut a perfectly 
shaped new bull nose. When I 

installed it… it fit perfectly. I could have made this part by 
hand but it would have taken many hours and might not have 
ended up as symmetrical as the computer machined part. 

Now began the planking of 
the sides. The most forward 
and upper plank is the most 
difficult. It has a lot of curve, 
twist, and cupping to get 
around the bow and then 
fit to the bullnose. In the 
industry it’s called the “Oh My God” plank. My original plank 
was so split, cracked and deformed that I couldn’t use it as 

a pattern, so 
I had to take 
1/8” plywood 
and create a 
new one. Once 

it fit into place I was able 
to cut a new plank from 
the mahogany. It’s hard 
to believe but this plank 
required a 12 ½” wide 
board to get around the 
curve. Then when I tried 

to fit it, it clearly wasn’t going to go around the “bend” so, 
I steamed it and it went around the bend like a champ. I 
then bonded it in place with 5200. Now that “OMG” plank 
is happy. The rest of the 
planks have attached fairly 
easily. I have tried to cut and 
install one plank every two 
or three days. There are 20 
planks total on the sides. 

CobraREST
ORATIO

N

Laminating extra material on the battens

New bull nose

1/8' plywood pattern being fitted 
to the OMG area

Planks 1A and 1B installed

The OMG planks finally 
steamed and bent into place

Prelim fairing done and 
bungs being installed

Battens fitted to 
the bull nose
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I have all the side planks installed. I used over 1200 screws 
and 10 tubes of 5200 on the sides. Clay tells me the next 
step is to roll the boat outside and start “fairing” in the sides 
and bottom. I think it will be a lot of sanding. I then epoxy 
coat everything below the waterline and paint it before 
rolling the boat over and starting on the deck. 

Once all 20 planks were installed, I rolled the boat outside and 
started the fairing process. I can tell you that I made a lot of 
sanding dust. We have big sanding equipment here at our shop. 
One can move a lot of wood with 36 grit on an 8” dual action 
orbital sander and 16 grit on an 8” surface sander. I used an 
air file with 36 grit next to take out the bumps. Running this 
tool at 45 degrees to the planks will help you find a sweet 
spot where the straight line of the sander can smooth out the 
high spots. Once the heavy sanding was done, I scaled back 
to 80 grit on a 6” D.A. sander. After the 80 grit D.A. sander I 
finished with 120 grit on a rubber block sanding with the grain 
to remove the sanding scratches from previous operations.

After all that sanding, 
I leveled the boat 
and marked the 
waterline. The sides 
were masked off and 
everything below the 
water line was sealed 
with 3 coats of West 
System epoxy followed 
by 3 coats of Interlux 
2000E Barrier Coat. 
Finally, the finish coats 
are Polyurethane paint.

I let the paint on the bottom cure for 2 weeks so it wouldn’t 
print when turned over on the cradle. Then, with the help 
from the guys in the shop, a forklift and an A-Frame we 
rolled the boat over and put it on the trailer. Later that day 
I took it to the Tulsa Boat show as a static display of a boat 
restoration in process. 

We also totally rebuilt the seat frames and springs. They are 
now ready for upholstery.

As of 2/3/2021 you have the current status of the restoration 
process. Part 4 should be about the deck rebuild. We will see 
how it goes.  

 N

All side planks installed

Faired and sanded

Epoxy coated bottom

Rolling the boat over

New seat frame with springs

Barrier coated Finished paint



B&L Plating has done all our chrome work for 3-4 years. We were really 

coming down to the wire on getting a restoration completed in time for 

Keels & Wheels. B&L Plating dropped everything and took on this big  

job. They got it done in a hurry. The boat won “Best of Show” at Keels & 

Wheels. Little Rock Boat Works takes “Best of Show” about every show 

we go to, and B&L’s plating really stands out. 

Plating is very important when it comes to judging. It’s a huge factor in how 

a boat presents. It’s not just about getting it shiny. It’s about getting it right. 

B&L Plating does more than chrome plating. They repair damaged parts. 

That’s why we trust B&L Plating for all our bright work. The chrome experts 

at B&L Plating are very professional, and are wonderful people to work with. 

Little Rock Boat Works is extremely pleased with their turn-around time and 

quality of the workmanship.

B & L PLATING, INC.

B & L PLATING  
ARE OUR  

GO-TO GUYS FOR  
AWARD-WINNING  

PLATING."
- DAVE WATTS

LITTLE ROCK BOAT WORKS
RICE, MN

B & L PLATING, INC.     
21353 EDOM  |  WARREN, MI 48089 

(586) 778-9300  |  INFO@BLPLATING.COM

 OWNERS BOB & CHARLOTTE SHADDUCK WITH DAVE WATTS

"Best of Show" Quality 
& Excellent Service

8
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Hot Springs Classic

April 16-17, 2021

By  John Davenport

The Annual Spring Opener at Lake Hamilton, AR – The Hot Springs Classic is held in April each year to  
welcome boaters to the boating season. Event dates are determined by the calendar of the Easter holiday and  

when the Arkansas Derby Day is held.

In the past, this spring opener has included boating on Lake Ouachita, Lake Hamilton and a pre-event in Little Rock, AR.

Arkansas offers even more for travelers when attending this event such as: Garvan Gardens, Bathhouse Row,  
Hot Springs Mountain, museums, historic gangster hangouts, and more.

Springtime gathering at Hot Springs, Arkansas is the perfect way to launch into the boating season!

Friday, April 16, 2021
12:00 pm Lunch at Fisherman’s Wharf, 5101 Central   

 Avenue (accessible by boat). Outside dining,  
 max 10 per table seating, Dutch treat.

1:30 pm Guided boat tour of Lake Hamilton leaving from  
 Fisherman’s Wharf docks.

Friday evening is open. See list of restaurants and venues for 
suggestions on our website under this event.

Saturday, April 17, 2021
11:00 am If you need a boat ride or trip guide, meet at  

 Bubba Brews’ dock – 1252 Airport Rd.  
 Be sure to indicate on your registration if you  
 need a boat ride!

11:30 am   Lunch at Clay and Patty Thompson’s on  
 Lake Hamilton (accessible by boat).  Outdoor  
 hamburger lunch with all the fixings and drinks.

  A donation jar will be set up to pay for lunch and  
 small event expenses.

Afternoon Time for individual or group cruises on  
 Lake Hamilton.

6:00 pm Happy Hour and dinner at Bubba Brews on  
 Lake Hamilton – 1252 Airport Road.

Lodging Suggestions
Doubletree (former Clarion) – 4813 Central Avenue   
(866) 306-0946  $159/night plus $150 fee for use of the 
ramp and uncovered slip during stay.

Baymont by Wyndham – 5321 Central Avenue   
(501) 520 5522  Call for rates. The Baymont is on the water 
and has uncovered slips for 6-8 boats.

The Hamilton – 1332 Airport Road  
(501) 767 3535 $143 includes tax & fee on the lakeside 
units with kitchenette. 10 covered slips are available.  
The Hamilton is located on the west end of the Highway 70 
bridge, across from Bubba Brews. The Hill Wheatley public 
boat ramp is located a short distance from The Hamilton.

Event Contacts
John & Marilyn Davenport
Phone: (479) 234-5102
Mike Langhorne
Phone: (501) 318-7666
Clay & Patty Thompson
Phone: (580) 471-5665   

 N
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February 1-7 2021

By Chuck Gibbs

It is has been years since our club had a meaningful presence 
at the Tulsa Boat Sport and Travel Show, and this year was 
no exception until two weeks before the show. The Executive 
Director Jennifer Maricle contacted Chuck Gibbs to ask 
Heartland to put on a display this year. Jennifer offered to give 
us a 50’ x 75’ dedicated space at the east end of Expo Square.

Without hesitation, or commitment from any members, 
Chuck accepted the offer and immediately contacted, Dan 
Diehl, Steve Spinharney, Alex Barry and Paul Hastings to 
solicit their help and ideas on creating a display of classic 
boats for the show in less than two weeks.  The response 
was overwhelming. Soon Chuck called Jennifer back and 
asked if we could have an additional 25’ of space in order to 
display 10 boats, plus the show booth transom in a socially 
distanced way. She agreed.

Steve and Dan brought their 1955 Chris Craft Cobras. 
Steve’s Cobra was displayed with his matching 1955 
Chevrolet Nomad. Dan’s Cobra was displayed mid-restoration 
showing all new bottom and side planks with original 
decking. Davy Jones brought his 1970 flat bottom drag boat, 

and Bruce Hurst showed his 1995 Hacker Craft to round out 
the back row of the display. 

At the opposite end of the display from Steve Spinharney's 
car and boat, Chuck Gibbs displayed his 1989 Century 
Arabian and color matched red Ford Excursion. 

Front and center of the display featured Dan’s 1959 Riva 
Ariston, Paul Hastings’ 1971 Riva Junior. Alex Barry also 
displayed the 1968 Cobalt “bubble deck” and Kyle Jamar 
brought Susan Millers’ 1974 Chris Craft XK-19.  Last but 
not least, Dave Lundy brought his hand built 17’ cedar canoe, 
which was a hit.

Boat dealers reported that they had a record year for sales 
at this show despite the limited turnout of dealers due to 
COVID-19. The crowd was steady all week and especially 
heavy during the weekend.  Stories of classic boat memories, 
past and present, abounded throughout the week-long show.

Dan, Steve, Chuck, and Alex took turns attending to the 
display, answering questions, and making sure the crowd 
stayed behind the barriers set up to protect the boats.  
Kyle Jamar filled in as well.  Dave and Loretta Sheets  
traveled from Texas to spend the day with us on Saturday. 
Alex was especially helpful as he bounced back and forth 
between our display and the Arrowhead booth all week 
supporting Cobalt sales.

Speaking of Arrowhead, Joe Harwood came down to visit 
our display on several occasions, and while he did not take 
credit for it, it was apparent that he was instrumental in the 
fact we were asked to attend this show. Joe’s hospitality to 
us extends far beyond hosting our annual fall show at Grand 
Lake and we are especially appreciative of his covert efforts 
to support our club.  

Boat Sport 

   & Travel Show

Steve Spinharney

Davy Jones 1970 flat bottom drag boat
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How many times have you heard, "You get what you pay for?" 

It was true the first time you heard it and it's still true today! 

We may not be the cheapest when it comes to repairing and restoring your  
classic instruments - but when is having your gauges done incorrectly a bargain?

104 9th Ave. N.E.
Rice, MN 56367

320.393.3370
littlerockboatworks@gmail.com

LITTLE ROCK 
Boat Works

CLASSIC INSTRUMENT  
REPAIR AND RESTORATION

Kathy Parker was instrumental in arranging for us to have 
insurance coverage through ACBS for the show, as well 
as providing promotion materials. Forrest Bryant rushed 
banners to us when Chuck could not find ours so everyone 
would know who we were. Nothing short of full-out team 
effort to promote our club at a time we needed to be seen 
and heard. A great start to the year we can all be proud of. 
Hopefully, our participation will continue next year.

"Attaboy" from Dan Diehl
Just from a member's point of view, I felt it is important 
to give Chuck Gibbs the “Attaboy” award. He put out an 

extraordinary amount of effort to get the Tulsa Boat Show 
display organized, set up and manned during the entire week 
of the show. Several of us members including Dave and 
Loretta Sheets from Dallas, Steve Spinharney, Kyle Jamar. 
Davy Jones, Alex Berry and I helped man the booth  
at different times however, Chuck was always there 
supporting our club. He made us all look good. The show 
went well and many people were able to check out the 
variety of boats in our club.   

 N

Bruce Hurst 1995 Hacker Craft
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By Mark Engstrom

The 2021 LOTO Classic Boat & Engine Rendezvous will be May 14-15, 2021.

Come join the fun at Margaritaville Lake Resort here on Lake of the Ozarks.

494 Tan Tar A Drive, Osage Beach, Missouri

FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2021
 1:00-4:00 pm Arrivals, sign in, hotel check in, launch boat, find slip.
 4:00 pm Be at docks for Captains’ meeting, depart for cruise of the lake
 4:00-4:45 pm Lake cruise seeing a few interesting landmarks
 4:45-6:30 pm Dinner at Hawks Landing Resort, group activity
 6:30-7:00 pm Depart Hawks and for return to Margaritaville

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021
 9:00-11:00 am Required sign in at booth in Landshark parking lot
 9:00 am Volunteers meeting in Landshark parking lot
 9:00-10:45 am Participant arrivals and launch
 9:30 am Show set up, signage, Heartland Classics booth, display assignments,  
  boat in slips, parking lot displays set up
 10:30 am Volunteers final meeting – Landshark parking lot
 11:00 am-3:00 pm Public boat show – Please try and stay with your boat or display,  
  bring storyboards of your boat, engage with public
 3:00-5:00 pm Tear down / load boats on trailers
 5:00 pm Dinner on site at Landshark Bar & Grill – order/pay individually

Lodging Available at  
Margaritaville Lake Resort 

Ask for event pricing of $139/night  
(573) 348-3131

494 Tan Tar A Drive, Osage Beach, MO

Printable Itinerary and Registration 
available online on the event page 

of heartlandclassics.org.   
 N

Classic Boat & Engine Rendezvous

May 14-15, 2021



KEELS & WHEELS 
C O N C O U R S  D ’  E L E G A N C E 

The Largest display of  
Classic Cars & Vintage Wooden

 Boats in the U.S.

C E L E B R AT I NG

25  Y E A R S  

1
2021MAY 1-2

LAKEWOOD YACHT CLUB
SEABROOK, TX

FOR INFORMATION: 
WWW.KEELS-WHEELS.COM • 713.521.0105

TITLE SPONSOR LEGACY SPONSORS 
Kevin Brady
Tom Koger

Moody Bank
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Growing up in Southeastern Minnesota, my folks would spend 
weekends on the Mississippi River on the Minnesota side across 
from Lacrosse, WI. This was during the 1960’s and a large 
number of wood cabin cruisers could be seen going up and 
down the river. I thought these were such beautiful and elegant 
pieces of ‘art work’, and loved their graceful, flowing lines. 

A boat like that for our family was out of reach, seeing that 
my dad was a blue collar worker at the Hormel plant, and my 
mom did laundry and cleaned houses for people. Dad did buy a 
used 16 ft. Cadillac aluminum boat with a 50 HP Johnson that 
I eventually learned to waterski behind and we used for fishing. 

Wanting my own boat, I found a 6 ft. pine sided, sheet metal 
bottom, homemade boat walking home from school one 
afternoon. I believe I paid about $12.00 for it and dad hauled it 
home in the trunk of his Pontiac. 

For my birthday that year, dad bought me a 5.5 HP Evinrude 
motor to put on it. I would go just south of the Dresbach dam 
in the Lacrosse area exploring all the backwaters, took it in/out 
of the locks and I am sure the men working the locks were not 
always happy with my frequent visits! 

One day, my little boat and I tied up at the dock at the 
Pettibone yacht club in Lacrosse. While walking the docks 
admiring the large cabin cruisers, one of the boat owners 
spotted me and motioned me to come over and asked if I 
would like to see the inside of his boat. I’m sure the look on my 
face revealed my excitement, a teenage boy who was in love 
with wooden boats, especially big cruisers. 

After spending a couple of years in the Marine Corps during the 
draft period of Vietnam, I went back to college and eventually 
found myself going to St. Cloud State University, studying 
criminal justice and wanting to become a US Deputy Marshall. 

While working at the prison, I found an ad for a one bedroom 
lake home for sale with a guest house and most importantly 

a large garage with it’s own bathroom, later to become the 
original location of Little Rock Boat Works. 

In less than 2 years, there was a 1956 42’ Chris Craft 
Constellation sitting in the yard. The boat had an electrical fire 
and needed extensive work. Not knowing how a boat went 
together, I was pretty much at a loss of what to do with it. 

A short time later, I found a 1954 26’ Chris Craft cabin cruiser, 
all together and in pretty good shape. I thought if I took that 
one apart and put it back together, I could then restore the 
42 footer. Believing the 26 footer was going to be a 1-2 year 
project, I worked every night even through the winters in my 
wood heated garage and 5 years later the boat was completed. 
I had taught myself a good foundation for boat restoration and 
my career path changed to wooden boat restoration. 

During this time period, I was visiting Lake City, MN on the 
Mississippi River looking at boats, when I met a man named 
Chuck Hjermstad, who would become my mentor in the boat 
restoration business. He had restored several cabin cruisers 
in his lifetime and the friendship that developed with him was 
more rewarding than I can say. 

A few years ago, I lost Chuck, who was in his 80’s, I appreciated 
that he was always happy to hear how my business was doing, 
offer advice, and encouragement. 

During restoration of the 26 footer, I was working as a 
correctional officer in the state prison in the St. Cloud area and 
finally in 1986, I quit working for the state and the guaranteed 
every 2 week paycheck and started Little Rock Boat Works. I 
had no clients waiting, just a 
great desire to work on boats. 
Two years after that, a friend 
and I took the 26 footer to a 
singles retreat, and during the 
weekend we gave lots of rides 
to a lot of the attendees. 

By Dave Watts

Member Profile: DAVE & ELAINE WATTS LITTLE ROCK 
BOAT WORKS

RICE, MN
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There was one young lady who was quite interested in the 
boat, as her family owned property on an island on Lake 
Vermilion, in northern MN. Finding this cutie with an interest in 
boats certainly got my interest, and a year later, Elaine would 
become my first mate. 

My son, Ben, has been working 
with me since he graduated from 
high school. He is learning boat 
restoration from the ground up 
and is a great addition to our 
crew of professionals. 

We added a gauge 
restoration business in  
2017 as part of Little Rock 
Boat Works. It has really 
taken off and has turned  
out to be a great addition  
to our company.

When I started the shop, my 
biggest fear was running out of 
work, and I have been blessed 
with continued business for the 
past 34 years, with a back-log 
of 5-6 years of boats always waiting to be restored. 

I have had the privilege to work on many unique and one of a 
kind boats. One was the only known remaining Larson sailboat, 
the model was named”the Lone Eagle”, after Charles Lindberg. 
The current owner literally rescued it from a burn pile that was 
minutes away from being lit. 

This spring, we found a 1961 31’ Chris Craft Roamer Express. 
Never having restored a steel hull, I thought it would be about 
a 6 week project. I asked the boat yard “how’s the bottom?” 
They said “Well it holds water”. We loaded it up and brought it 
back to the shop and started cleaning, taking it apart, and had 
the hull sand blasted. The sand blasting estimate was around 
$2,000 and the bill ended up at $7,000. It took the shop 6 
months with 6 guys working on it 6-7 days a week to get it 
finished! It was a learning curve, but the results were worth it! 

In 2009 our family brought a 1953 27’ Shepherd to the 
Keels and Wheels show in Seabrook, TX, where we met many 
members of the Heartland Chapter. We were so impressed with 
the camaraderie and friendship extended by all the members of 
the chapter that we met, we knew we had to join the Heartland 
chapter, even if we were from Minnesota!

Editor's Note, Forrest Bryant: Kally and I met Dave and 
Elaine at Keels & Wheels in 2009. Dave and I were backing 
our boats into parking spaces next to each other at the 
hotel. We ended up having drinks and hors d'oeuvres at the 
welcoming party and have been friends ever since that first 
meeting. Dave has brought several award-winning boats to 
Keels & Wheels along with other events. Starting with that 
1953 27' Shepherd in 2009:

2009 Keels & Wheels: 1953 27' Shepherd – Best of Show 
(no photo)

2014 Keels & 
Wheels: 1932  
25-1/2' B Dodge –  
Best of Show

2015 ACBS Int'l,  
Gull Lake, MN:  
1937 Garwood –  
Gold Award, Best 
Restored PreWar  
Under 22'

2016 Keels & 
Wheels: 1950 Chris 
Craft Sportsman –  
Best of Class

2018 Keels & 
Wheels: 1936 
Gravette Dictator– 
Best in Show & 
People's Choice

Dave and his crew are professionals and you can see that 
their restoration work is not only excellent, but award-
winning!   

 N
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The purpose of this three-part series of boat restoration in 
pictures is to offer the reader real examples of approach, 
methods, tools, and decisions in restoring a wood boat 
runabout. In an attempt to keep it interesting and informative, 
a major focus will be to show close-ups of detail and the  
whys and wherefores of the craftsmanship. It must be noted 
that half the FUN in restoring a boat is deciding the approach 
to the restoration and which method best solves  
the construction dilemmas. In so doing, perhaps we can 
transfer some useful methods. The plan is to cover the 
restoration in three categories, framing, mechanical, and 
interior & finishing to launch.

BRIEF HISTORY OF DART BOATS
 The history of the 

Dart speedboat 
began in the 
Roaring Twenties 
when the desire 
for fun, frivolity, 
and new found 

speed within a new recreation of mahogany speedboats. 
This popularity gave cause to investors at the time, including 
President Rutherford B. Hayes’ grandson, to buy an existing 
boat company and further develop refined lines and hardware 
into a first-class product. It didn’t hurt that it already had the 
evocative name of Dart.  The design was narrow for speed, 
constructed for strength and long to hold horsepower, a 
forerunner of the “cigarette” type boats perhaps?  So well-
known was the speed of the boats that when prohibition 
came along, bootleggers could rely on the Dart to outrun the 
coast guard. The company in Toledo, Ohio, is still producing 
boats. (Many thanks to the owners of Dart Boat Company, 
brothers Scott and Dave and father Jim Ramsey. Without their 
permission and approval, along with assisting the restoration 
with facts & information, this series would not be possible. 
DartBoatCompany.com, 329 20th Street, Toledo, Ohio.)

THE FIND
This is a 1926 Dart on a 
home-made trailer with 
washing machine rollers as 
support. Made it to a new 
home in 1985, previous 
owner agreed to sell “as is”. 

AS IS

The hull was #167. 
Unfortunately, the deck 
had an alteration of 
a “walk thru” on the 
starboard side. This lessened the strength of the hull resulting in 
a hogged hull bottom (concave bottom).

THE RESTORERS
Heartland Classic 
members at Lake 
of the Ozarks, 
Bob McQuain and 
Jim Mader, are 
the restoration’s 
project managers, 
researchers, financiers, schedulers, operations and maintenance, 
equipment providers and laborers. In other words, 100% their 
project. They solicit advice and help all long the way. Once you 
get to know these guys, you’ll quickly understand their passion 
runs deep for this hobby. They enjoy the research, hunt and  
find, and help and advice as much as anything. Their motivation 
driven by the unique history of Dart Boats and its’ legacy as the 
“Race Horse of the Great Lakes.” A true joy in presenting this 
project to you. 

DART BOAT 
R E S T O R AT I O N

Part 1 of 3
By John Mason
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LINES AND LOFTING
You always want to be sure when 
restoring a boat that the hull is sound 
and true, meaning the frame of the 
boat and overall shape are in good 
condition and conforms to factory 
dimensions. Once home, it was 
quickly determined that the trailer did 
not support the boat good enough 

to retain the boats original lines (shape). For Bob and Jim to 
obtain accurate lines entailed a trip to an earlier model located 
in Montana and several trips to hull # 180 located in Clayton 
N.Y. That’s accuracy! With good lines in hand, lofting thus was 
without too much worry if pieces would be correct.

Lofting does not have to be as challenging as it may sound. 
There are several HOW TO books and plenty of knowledge and 
guidance within ACBS.  

RESTORATION GOAL
The restoration goal is mentioned here because it can and 
usually does change as you get acquainted with the boat and its 
condition. The goal set by these restorers: 100% period correct 
with boat show quality and to judging criteria. 

STRONGBACK
No wonder this term is used for 
assuring a boat's jig or fixture is made 
to hold frame pieces in place until 
completely joined. A boat’s frame, 
bulkheads, and hull create a unibody, 
long before the auto industry coined 
the phrase. Again, for accuracy, a 
transit was used to confirm frame 
heights per the lines’ measurements.

FRAMES
Design intent of Dart Boats was to 
produce a light weight hull for speed, 
yet strong enough to withstand the high 
weight to horsepower ratio common 
in the 1920s. This was accomplished 
by using .312 thick longitudinal and 
horizontal battens attached to the frame 
with copper rivets, the 

wood being too thin to use screws. In this boat, 
upwards of 500 copper rivets. One person on 
the exterior of the hull with peening hammer 
and another inside holding peening anvil. 

Frames were all hand 
steam bent to specifications 
using a home-made 
steamer box. (Gas can for 
water, turkey fryer burner, 
gutter for steam box, duct 
work for insulation).

HULL
How to get hull planks to fit? Using 
lower plank as a guide, attach top 
mating plank that was cut 1/8” 
wider than needed. Then using 
¼” router bit and a custom guide 
fixture, use the top edge of the 
lower plank to guide the router path 
while cutting the bottom edge of the 
mating plank. With a steady hand, 
the result is a perfect fit. (PERFECT 
is a relative term defined by any 
restorer, don’t knock yourself out 
over it. See conclusion)

BOW
You can go 
from this... 
to this, it is 
possible. All 
you need are 
good wood 

planes, a sharp eye, and a whole lot of trial fit. 
Less is always more when hand planing for fit.

TRANSOM
Admittedly, it does help to get this 
look if you can use mahogany. 
The curve of the transom from 
port to starboard is achieved by 
clamping each plank against port 

and starboard frame members then screw in place.

DECK
If you are so inclined as per your 
restoration goal, “book matched” 
wood is a very “look” oriented 
result. The grain, color, direction, 
of each piece of wood is as if from 
one continuous natural flow of the 
wood. The pictures speak for themselves.



In business for 38 years, we have the know-how and the product selections 
to provide you with only the highest Quality Brands. Over 50 brands including 
names like 3M™, Interlux™, Epiglass™, Sherwin Williams™, Awl Grip™, DeWalt™, 
Fein Tools™, West Systems™, SpiesHecker™, Hutchins™ and many others. 

Your One-Stop Super Shop –  We can assist you with all your needs and tech 
advice for automotive body shop tools & supplies, boat building & refinishing 
supplies, fiberglass supplies and aircraft and Industrial finishes.

We distribute all of our products at wholesale prices to customers all over the 
country. To find out more about our selection contact us today.

Your Complete Auto & Marine Distributor Coast to Coast.

Your One-Stop Super Shop

603 E. 4th Street | Stover, MO 65078
1-800-472-4551 | paintsplus.com

PAINTS PLUS

Automotive  •  Marine  •  Aircraft  •  Industrial
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BUNGS
The clever idea to cover screw 
heads with wood to get the “look”. 
Great, but labor-intensive folks. 
Bungs result in a smooth surface 
for a bright-finished hull and 
prevents rot-promoting water 
from deck joinery. Start by getting 
yourself a bung drill bit from any 
boat restoration hardware store.  
A bung drill bit assures proper fit 
for any given drill bit diameter, 
sharp and long handled chisel to 
assure proper cutting angle, chip 
away at installed bung with less 
amount each cut verses more 
(remember less is more) to within 
1/32 to 1/16 of flush to deck or 
surface. Then hand sand to control 
depth. Playing your favorite music 
while doing all this to relax you has  
been found beneficial, let alone 
loose track of how many more  
you have left to do.

CONCLUSION
Good framing results are 90% planning, jig setup, proper tools, 
clamping your work and 10% actual cutting of the wood. 
Expect oops. Even consider a small trial piece on scrap wood 
before you undertake something you’ve never done before and 
are worried that you won’t be happy if the end results don’t 
match your expectations. I know this can be done by you as 
long as you lighten 
up, plan ahead, and 
don’t knock yourself 
out over a piece of 
wood. Heartland 
Classics members 
and ACBS are a great 
source of experience, 
information and 
knowledge.

A wood boat is 
certainly a work of 
art! In this case of 
Bob’s and Jim’s.

Next time: Part II of 
III, Mechanicals.   

 N



Craftsmanship might seem simple at a first glance but further 
inspection reveals a master boat builder’s countless hours 
in the details.  They focused on the particulars creating 
something of value and quality from anchors to windshields. 
Decades later the workmanship is still appreciated and 
admired.

That is similar to how WPT Power builds it’s products for the 
Marine industry. We’re not going to be found in the local boat 
yard or marina. That’s because we design and manufacture 
quality clutches and brakes for industrial marine propulsion 
and offshore applications. WPT pays attention to the details 
which is why our products perform and last.

Water Cooled BrakesPilotlessTM Power Take-off Power Grip Clutch

For more information on 
specific WPT product 

offerings, please visit us at 
WPTpower.com

Details are
    Important.

Featuring

Put Your Trust in WPT Power    I    940-761-1971 19



Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

20

Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high end 

commercial printer that specializes in excellent quality litho 

printing and large format display graphics. 

Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, allowing 

us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective prices. Our 

team of experienced professionals are dedicated to delivering 

uncompromised customer service and satisfaction. 

Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself 

how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

Printer of Award Winning  
Mahogany and Chrome

Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany & 
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010. 
They deliver excellent print quality and customer 
service at competitive prices. I would highly  
recommend them for your next printing project. 

Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome133 W 10th Ave | North Kansas City, Missouri

816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com

SECURE
YOUR
FINANCIAL
FUTURE

Investment products and services provided by Arvest Investments, Inc., doing business 
as Arvest Wealth Management, member FINRA/SIPC, an SEC registered investment 
adviser and a subsidiary of Arvest Bank. Insurance products made available through 
Arvest Insurance, Inc., which is registered as an insurance agency. Insurance products 
are marketed through Arvest Insurance, Inc. but are underwritten by unaf�liated 
insurance companies. Trust services provided by Arvest Bank.

Investments and Insurance Products: Not a Deposit
Not FDIC Insured      Not Insured by Any Federal Government Agency      May Go Down in Value

Not Guaranteed by the Bank or its Af�liates

Chris Thrailkill
(479) 394-8221

cthrailkill@arvest.com
AR Ins. Lic. #16595594



Trout Fishing at
Dogwood Canyon

Top of the Rock
Golf Course

Shooting at Bass Pro Shops
Shooting Academy

ocated in the Missouri Ozark Mountains, Bass Pro Shops’ Big Cedar Lodge overlooks the  
43,000 acre Table Rock Lake. Experience world-class activities such as the Ancient Ozarks Natural 
History Museum or the 10,000 acre natural paradise, Dogwood Canyon Nature Park. In the evenings, 

settle into the comfort of your own private cabin as you enjoy the warm glow of a real wood-burning 
fireplace. Call or visit the website today to start planning your getaway!

Named the #1 Resort in the Midwest by Travel and Leisure Magazine

L

800.225.6343 • bigcedar.com
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As the art director for Mahogany & Chrome magazine, I'm 
the one behind the scenes working with Forrest and Kathy 
to put these magazines together each quarter along with 
other supporting graphics for Heartland Classics.

I graduated from Kansas State University with a degree in 
graphic design and worked with Forrest at his ad agency, 
BLB, for many years before launching into freelance design. 
I have enjoyed learning more about the boating community 
in the process of developing these magazines and, who 
knows, maybe one day you'll see me out on the water.

For now though, when I'm not doing design work at my 
computer, I am busy being a mom to four young kiddos – 
Samuel (6), twins Calla & Joshua (3.5), and our youngest 
Alora (1). My husband, Jeff, works hard at General Mills 
and we both enjoy our crazy little circus that we've created 
together – they keep us hoppin'!

Oh! And let us not forget Bogie. 
Should you ever find yourself 
around our neighborhood in 
Shawnee, Kansas, he'll be the 
one to herald your arrival and 
give you a hearty greeting at 
the door!   

 N

Hi! I'm Courtney



ADVENTURES IN ANTIQUE & CLASSIC BOATING

MAHOGANY & CHROME®, THE TV SHOW, IS FINALLY COMING TO A DEVICE NEAR YOU.  

Heartland Classics has been along for the ride as members Forrest Bryant and David Vickers – both of the 
Kansas City area – have been working hard to develop a professionally produced and entertaining series that’s 
all about antique and classic boating and the adventurous lifestyle that goes with it. 

To be successful, Forrest and David need all of us to help by watching the pilot on YouTube, and clicking the 
“Like” and “Subscribe” buttons. Type this web address into your browser: https://youtu.be/x9_leqoeKWg

Or, go to YouTube.com and search for Mahogany & Chrome. 

And be sure to share it with everyone in your social network. It’s a great way to build interest in the hobby,  
and the show is something everyone will enjoy. 

“Mahogany & Chrome® is entirely self-funded at this point, and it’s fairly expensive to produce an episode,” 
said Forrest Bryant, Executive Producer and Co-Creator of the show. “We can only keep the show going if 
it makes economic sense, and that means at least breaking even. We hope to accomplish that through a 
combination of sponsorships and ad revenue from YouTube.” 

Ad Revenue is based on viewership, and that’s where Heartland Classics and ACBS can help – by watching the 
show, Subscribing to the Mahogany & Chrome® YouTube channel, and sharing the link as often as possible. 

The pilot episode is titled, “The Boat That Wanted to Be Found,” and it profiles the discovery and restoration  
of an ultra-rare barn find that was destined for the burn pile.

“There are a lot of YouTube Channels out there about some aspect of classic boating, but there’s nothing like 
Mahogany & Chrome®,” David Vickers said. “The show needs to be engaging, and entertaining, and tell a well-
structured story, and I believe that’s what our team has put together. Each episode is an adventure.” 

Bryant and Vickers have 4 more episodes in post-production. They include: 
Episode #2: “Eating Humble Ply” features a meticulously restored 1958 Brendella ski boat.
Episode #3: “Heart Like An Awl – Jefe” features a contemporary Coeur Custom boat owned by a  

fascinating character.
Episode #4: “The Boat Whisperer” features a boat builder with a primary focus on classic boat restoration.  

This episode also features a sunken Chris-Craft.
Episode #5: “Medium Rare” is a crossover episode that includes a couple of ’32 Fords and one of the last  

pre-war Chris-Craft barrel backs, a Restorer in the Coeur d’Alene area, and a profile of Lake Lotawana’s 
strong classic boating community. 

Let’s grow the hobby by supporting a couple of our own members. Who knows? Maybe your boat will make an 
appearance on Mahogany & Chrome®!
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By David Vickers



Contact:  
Barbara Barnes 
(417) 848-6859

1977 Skiff Craft (Henry Boats, Inc)  
24’ Hardtop
Miss “Daisy Mae” was manufactured in Ohio in 1977.  She was 
delivered to northern Michigan and spent most of her life on 
Lake Michigan.  She has a 228 HP 5 liter Mercruiser I/O. This Skiff 
Craft 24' Hardtop boat provides comfortable cruising on lake 
or river.  Restoration work was done in 2013 by the Henry Skiff 
Craft Boat Factory in Ohio before Table Rock Lake in Missouri 
became her home port. This Skiff Craft is available on trailer in 
Springfield, Missouri. 

Call for price!

1964 Chris Craft Constellation 36"
The boat was delivered to Grand Lake in the 1990s from the Great 
Lakes region, was placed in a barn for 20 years until purchased 
by Phil Hennage in 2015 and went through a 4 year restoration. 
Twin CC 327 (GM) engines with Paragon transmissions (complete 
rebuild), complete bottom job with several planks replaced. All new 
custom upholstery throughout. This CC is a rare model with the 
enclosed wheelhouse – only 50 built from 1963 to 1966. Newer 
heat and air, refrigerator and microwave. It won the Platinum 
Award in 2019 Grand Lake Classic Boat Show. Boat is located on 
Grand Lake in Oklahoma.

$25,000 OBO

Contact: Ren Sherwood,  
(206) 551-6323  
or rensherwood@gmail.com

24

Trading Dock
TRADING DOCK POLICY: 

Ads will be placed in the magazine and online at the following rates:

 These rates are a per issue charge and ads will continue to run in the magazine and online until you cancel or, of course, you sell your boat 
or item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current. 

To place an ad in the Trading Dock, please send photos and ad copy to  
Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com or Courtney at court.mullan@gmail.com

FIND MORE DEALS ONLINE:  www.heartlandclassics.org/trading-dock/

CONNECT:
To submit videos or photos for the website, contact Kathy Parker, kathleenlparker@hotmail.com or 417.739.2124

 Place your own pictures on Facebook by joining the "Heartland Classics Chapter of ACBS" Facebook group.
Contact Forrest Bryant for advertising details at 816.896.1818 or forrestdbryant@gmail.com

1/4 Page Ad:  3.75"w X 5"h 15.00 30.00
1/2 Page Ad:  7.75"w x 5"h 30.00 60.00
Full Page Ad:  7.75"w x 10.25"h 45.00 90.00

Ad Sizes Heartland & ACBS Members  Non-Members



Contact Terry Hart for complete info: 
(573) 692-0035 or terry@hartdivingandsalvage.com

BOATS, PARTS, AND MORE

OTHER BOATS AVAILABLE: 

• 1972 16' Century Resorter,  
1984 18' Century Resorter

• 1963 Chris Craft Holiday with 460 engine

• 1964 BRIDAY Tugboat

• (2) 1968 Chris Craft Cavaliers – 30' and 36'

• 30' Chris Craft Cavalier w/ twin 283s

• 1966 Chrysler 325 lion engine in a  
Coronado pattern boat

• 6,5 ONAN e-QD diesel genset. 5 yrs old,  
never installed!

We have parts, tools, projects, completed 
projects, and supplies, plus space  

for you to do work on your own classic!

1985 Century Grande, 30', Twin 305s – V-drives inboards, interior like new, new props. 

1968 30' Cavalier with twin 
283 CC engines Currently in 
service. Needs some paint 
and floor vinyl work. Comes 
with full enclosure!   

$14,000.00

Parts for restoration or nautical marine decor

1972 Chris-Craft XK18 Ski Jet
400+ made over 4 years, this is #110. Restored in 2014.  
Award-winner wherever it goes. 3-stage red fingernail and 
3-stage white pearl. Original 454/425hp Corvette engine, 
Lininfellter Corvettt shop machining. Original Jacuzzi jet drives, 
balanced New Cream white interior. One of the best-looking 
XK18’s in the country. Great custom trailer just for the XK18. 

$22,000 PRICE REDUCTION: $19,000

1974 Chris-Craft XK-19
350 Chevy Corvette Engine. Volvo Penta outdrive, siesta pad, 
custom toneau cover, full Sunbrella cover, custom tandem trailer 
with brakes. 

$19,750

Contact: Steve Spinharney, dspinhar@gmail.com
or at (918) 697-1898

Contact: Kyle Jamar (for Susan Miller, 
owner) at (918) 629-4483
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Want an ACBS Name Badge to Wear?

Especially nice when you are visiting events  
hosted by other chapters.

You may order your own from  
Springfield Stamp & Engraving. 

Badge with magnetic fastener is  
$9.19, including tax. 

Badge with pin backing is $6.76, including tax.

Up to 5 badges will be shipped to you for $4.15

Call John Arnold to order – (417) 881-8828

1-800-675-4089

The Real Runabouts by Bob Speltz 
The collection of Classic Wooden Boat Books written by Bob 
Speltz. A must have for library or reference for every wooden 
boat enthusiast. Will ship domestically, Canada or Overseas  
from Clayton, New York. 

ORDER NOW! MAKES A PERFECT HOLIDAY GIFT!

Contact: Steve Dagg,
(602) 826-9744 or  
sooner74@aol.com

1957 20’ Chris Craft Holiday
Original M-130 Hercules engine (has been overhauled). New 
fuel pump. Rebuilt generator. New upholstery (to original color). 
Wiring completely updated. Recent bottom paint. New water 
pick-up pump. Comes with 3- year-old custom built tandem 
Loadmaster trailer. Also includes boat cover.  Boat is located on 
Grand Lake in Afton, Oklahoma.

$20,500   NEW PRICE!!
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1955 41’ Richardson
Double Cabin. Large Fly Bridge Deck. Twin 331 Hemi. Live aboard 
option. Solid to restore. Customer's boat. Trailer available to 
transport, not for sale.

$35,000

Contact: Brent Howard,  bhoward@howardclassicboats.com



FOR SALE: BRAND NEW CANOE 
Design: David Hazen     

LOA: 17’   Beam: 34”    Depth. 13”

Displacement: 800 lbs, 6” draft

Total weight: 73 lbs.                                                              

Hull: Cove & Bead Strip Western Red Cedar                                      

Epoxied: Inside and Out

Finish: Epifanes 

Wood: Ash Decks, Gunnels, Thwart & Seat Frames 

Seats: Ash Frames, and Hand-Woven Cane

Price: $4,500

WE WILL BUILD THE CANOE OR KAYAK OF YOUR CHOOSING. 

Seat

Howard Classic Boats, LLC
35602 S. 4467 Road, Vinita, OK 74301

Info: 
bhoward@howardclassicboats.com

(918) 693-1855
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Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartlandclassics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Your connection to classic boating is 
on your computer, tablet, or phone … 

Chapter Website 
heartlandclassics.org 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Facebook Group 

Heartland Classics Chapter of ACBS 
 

Membership Directory 
myacbs.org 

(First time signin, click on  
“Forget your Password?” 

You’ll receive an email to create 
your own password.) 


