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From the Helm

Chapter Board of Directors

By Mike Langhorne

H

eartland Classics is up and running at full speed with the completion of the Hot Springs Classic
which was a fun filled success for
all that attended. We were well represented at Keels & Wheels with
our members bringing home several
awards. I am looking forward to the Classic Cruisin’ on Table Rock Lake that is always a big hit. Then
there is our invitation from Fairfield Bay to attend Surf the Bay
that is held on Greers Ferry Lake Father's Day weekend. This will
be a great opportunity to promote Heartland Classics in turn
and will produce some prospective new members.
The Heartland Board has been holding quarterly conference call
meetings to conduct the chapter's regular business and also laying
ground work to produce new and different events in the future.
We are really excited about them and plan to announce these in
the up-coming weeks when they are in the
final development. I am looking forward to
N
seeing you at the up-coming events.
Thank you,

Mike Langhorne - President
Issue 2, 2016 Contributors
Mike Langhorne, Kathy Parker, Forrest Bryant, Brent Howard, Erin Taylor
Rafe & Melanie Hunsucker and John Platou
Cover Photo by Forrest Bryant
Chris Craft Cavalier, Irish Mist, owned by Rafe & Melanie Hunsucker

Welcome to our New Chapter Members
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Donald Alexander
1941 19’ Chris Craft Barrelback

Wichita, KS

David and Karen Bauer
1941 40’ Chris Craft Challenger

Springfield, MO

Ferrel and Sherri Moots

Kirksville, MO

Ken and Ro Everett
1950’s? 14’ Century Sportsman

Kimberling City, MO

Scott and Linda Hendren
1987 Cobalt 23’ Cuddy Cabin

Guthrie, OK

David and Betsey Neel
1978 25’ Larson

Grove, OK

Dave and Johnnie Person
1964 Century 19’ Resorter

League City, TX

Class of 2016
Bill Buchanan - Conway, AR
ebuchanan@alliancecable.net

Jack Pryor - Adair, OK
jack@jackpryor.com

Chuck Gibbs - Tulsa, OK
law4hire@morelaw.com

Class of 2018
Alex Barry - Afton, OK
alex@cobaltboats.com

Kevin Hogan - Olathe, KS
corvettehogan@comcast.net

John Davenport - Mena, AR
john.davenport@gmail.com

Class of 2017
Fred Burban - Hot Springs, AR
fburban52@gmail.com

Rafe Hunsucker - Broken Arrow, OK
melhunsucker68@gmail.com

Dick Moist - Springfield, MO
rmoist@icloud.com

Heartland Classics Chapter Officers
President
Mike Langhorne
(501) 318-7666

Restoration Workshop
Dan Diehl
(918) 230-4508

1st Vice President
Mike Yancey
(918) 409-7801

Hot Springs Classic
Mike Langhorne
(501) 318-7666

2nd Vice President
Chuck Gibbs
(918) 645-9000

Classics Cruisin’ Table Rock
Don Parker
(402) 770-5400

Secretary
Melanie Hunsucker
(918) 355-9024

Mahogany & Chrome Boat Show
Mike Yancey
(918) 409-7801

Treasurer
Karon Wheat
(918) 787-5434

Ship’s Store
Becky Caddell
(417) 858-3260

Membership
Kathy Parker
(402) 202-3433

Media Contact
John Thompson
(417) 839-9075

Past President & Webmaster
George Reaves
(918) 296-9359

Nominating
Mike Yancey
(918) 409-7801

Mahogany & Chrome
Forrest Bryant: Editor
forrestdbryant@gmail.com
(816) 896-1818

Safety/Education
Bruce Turpin
(417) 337-0621

Kelli Dorrell: Art Director
kellig02@yahoo.com
(913) 244-2981

Youth Director
Chick Wheat
(918) 787-5434

To submit videos or photos for the website or facebook
contact Webmaster: George Reaves

Ports of Call 2016
Classics Cruisin' Table Rock Lake
June 2, 3, 4, 5, 2016
Rock Lane Resort, Branson, MO

Mahogany and Chrome Boat Show
September 9, 10, 2016
Arrowhead Yacht Club, Grand Lake, OK

International ACBS Meeting and Show
Sept. 21-24, 2016
Village at Squaw Valley & Lake Tahoe, CA

Arkansas River Cruise
In Planning Stage

Non Heartland Classics Events
Surf the Bay

June 17, 2016
Fairfield Bay Marina, Greers Ferry Lake

Before

After

LITTLE ROCK
Boat Works

NMPA Certified Repair Facility
Stainless • Aluminum • Nibral • Brass • Bronze

Propeller Sales (100's in Stock) Repaired Balancing
Skag Repair • Lower Unit Repair
Marine Salvage & Parts • Hub Replacement
Boat Detailing

104 9th Ave. N.E.
Rice, MN 56367
320.393.3370
lrbw@jetup.net

Mike Hall 218.829.9168
precisionpropellerworks.com | propdr@brainerd.net
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HEARTLAND CLASSICS
CLASSICS
HEARTLAND
RESTORATION WORKSHOP
WORKSHOP 2016
2016
RESTORATION

M

embers from six states gathered at Brent Howard’s Classic Boat Shop on
a beautiful February day. People came early with comments like, “I couldn’t
wait to see everybody. It’s been too long since boating season.” People brought
along friends, they brought along their own chairs, they brought things to donate
to the swap meet – things like a boat trailer, outboard motors, old water skis, and
they brought enthusiasm for learning and sharing information.

Brent How-

mussels by Steve Nikolai, a certified

marine use and parts made for automotive

ard’s shop is

Limnologist from the Eco-Systems Divi-

use. His showing and explaining the differ-

spacious. He and

sion of the GRDA. They started to be a

ences made everyone very aware of how

his crew had it

nuisance, even a hazard in Grand Lake last

dangerous it is to use auto parts in a boat.

all cleaned up

year. Now we know what to look for and

for us. Every

how to prevent moving the pests from one

Dave Lundy explained “speiling”, the art

year it is inter-

lake to another.

of making a copy of a plank that needs to

esting to see

Funny thing,

be replaced on a boat. It’s not as easy as

what the current project is for a customer,

after the winter

it looks to reproduce a piece with multiple

plus to check on the progress on Brent’s

flooding, they

curves to fit exactly where it belongs.

own cruiser that is coming back to life. All

seem to have

attendees appreciate the great “classroom”

disappeared.

Brent provides.

Who knows?
Dan Diehl has
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been the orga-

Brad Anderson, who is the main mechanic

nizer of this event

for How-

for years. He

ard’s Classic

always comes up

Boats, showed

with new top-

the differ-

Why would a boat owner want to know

ics. This year’s

ence between

about the score sheets for judging a boat?

lessons started

mechanical

Clay Thompson, who has been a judge at

with a presenta-

and electrical

several International boat shows, explained

tion about zebra

parts made for

the ACBS judging process and how it would

year Dan Diehl demonstrated how a com-

home with new owners. Everyone took

pressor driven palm nailer helped drive

home some new advice and a good feeling

the nails into the keel and frame assembly

about having spent the day with friends. A

for his Riva reconstruction. This tool takes

comment overheard on the way out was,

some practice to get just the right pres-

“This is my favorite event of the year.”

sure, but works great in those tight places

help a person make decisions about how
to preserve or restore a boat. Having a
boat judged is a learning process for the
boat owner and also for the judge. The
judging criteria and score sheet were given
out for powered boats.
Thanks, again, to Brent Howard and his
“Cool Tools” is a traditional part of each

crew for providing such a great place,

workshop where attendees can share a

where you can’t swing a hammer.

and to Dan Diehl for organizing a very

tool or technique they have discovered

Eight new Heartland caps as well as all of the

worthwhile day.

that has become useful for them. This

treasures brought to the swap meet went

N

Some think of restoring boats
as restoring runabouts. At
Howard Classic Boats we restore and work on cruisers
as well as runabouts and
utilities. We also restore steel
and aluminum Chris Craft
Cruisers from 31' to 42'
Our number one commitment
is to preserve and advance
the enjoyment of Antique and
Classic Boats.
We are now in our new facility, with 6,000 square feet
of space to better serve you.
We invite you to come by for
a tour.

Restoration
• from the keel up including wood or steel replacement, finish, engine, wiring and mechanical items.
Single Item
• Refinish, 5200 Bottom job, hull paint or varnish,
engine, electrical and mechanical

Minor to Major Repairs and General Services
250' of covered docks used for boats waiting to go
to the shop, service that can be accomplished in
the water and for visitors to visit the shop.

Contact Howard Classic Boats
Facility: 35602 S. 4467 Rd., Vinita, OK 74301
Telephone: 918-782-1855, 918-693-1855
Fax: 918-782-9026

Visit our new website: www.howardclassicboats.com
Email: bhoward918@allegiance.tv
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Surf the Bay

S

ater port
FESTIVAL

Ozark Mountain Lake
Resort & Community
•
•
•
•

try Wake Surfing & Fly boarding
FREE Kayaks, Paddleboards & tubing
Shuttle to Sugar Loaf Island
Live Music, Food & Family Fun

June 17 &18

FairField Bay Marina
Heartland Classic Boats on Display

Come by Land or Water!

VisitFairfieldBay.com/Surf

Ozark Mountain Lake
Resort & Community

FISHING • GOLF • bOatING • tENNIS • tRaILS • aNNUaL EVENtS • 501.884.6030
Sponsored by: Noacon, Ozark Resort Homes, Brown & Brown Insurance, Goodwin & Herman, Petit Jean Electric, Regions Bank, Red River Boating Center
this ad paid for in part by aR Dept. of Parks & tourism. For more information on festivals in arkansas, visit arkansas.com.
Photo Courtesy Arkansas Parks and Tourism

Agenda for Heartland Classics Members Attending
Surf the Bay Water Sports Festival at
Fairfield Bay, Ozark Mountain Lake & Resort Community located on Greers Ferry Lake.
Heartland Classics members arrive on Thursday, June 16th.
If you plan to stay at the Fairfield Bay contact Sharon Shafer,
Front Desk Manager, Fairfield Bay Conference & Visitor Center
501.884.4202. Cell 501.253.1131
Fairfield Bay Lodging - condos on the property and will be your
best choice for accommodations as all the Festival activities are on
the Fairfield Bay grounds. There is a 2 night stay minimum on the
weekends.
Rates start at $79 for a 1-bedroom villa
Standard Condo - 2-bedroom, 1.5 bath and full kitchen $130
Deluxe Condo - 2 bedroom, 1.5 or 2 bath and full kitchen $150
VIP Condo - 2 bedroom, 2 bath, jacuzzi and full kitchen $170
There is a campground on the property with water and electric hookups that will be provided free to Heartland members. Fairfield Bay
has reserved 20 plus covered slips for us at no charge and they are
located where all the Festival activity will be. You should make room
reservations ASAP because this is a large festival and many of the
area hotels are already sold out.
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See additional hotel information on page 8.

When you arrive Thursday, you can go directly to the Fairfield Bay
Marina, unload your boat and put it in a covered slip. If you plan to
stay at any of the local hotels approximately a 25 mile radius we plan
to meet at 6pm at the Western Sizzlin Restaurant in Clinton. They
have a parking area that should accommodate several trailers if you
have your boat in tow.
Friday Morning - meet at the Fairfield Bay Marina at 10am
for a cruise and lunch on Greers Ferry Lake.
Saturday Afternoon - boats on display at Fairfield Bay Marina
with a possible boat parade. Final agenda for Saturday is not final at
this time.
Sunday - load up for departure

For more information about
the Surf the Bay Festival contact
Roxie Dradley, Event Coordinator,
roxiecra@msn.com, 501-884-6030
Sheryl Paxton, Fairfield Bay Marina Manager,
501-884-6030

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Surf the Bay

S

ater port
FESTIVAL

Ozark Mountain Lake
Resort & Community

Friday, June 17th

Noon-Sunset: FlyBoarding – Introductory flight only $99!
Water Slides and Jump Houses
Lunch/Dinner in Food Truck Alley
Craft Vendors & More!
FREE Demo-Ride a Kayak or Stand Up Paddleboard
FREE Family Kid’s Zone - Fish Painting, Digging for Treasure,
4 pm:
6pm-10pm:
7pm:

Build a Castle (sand)

Surfer Dude Wet T-shirt Contest
Live Entertainment on the Docks,
Professional FlyBoarding Demo

Lucky Draw

Saturday, June 18th
ENTERTAINMENT
10:30am-1pm: John Keathley, acoustic guitar and singer on the Docks
1pm-3pm:
Karaoke Contest
3pm-5:30pm
Cody Fason, Musician
6pm:
Sean Sikes Band, on the Docks
WATER SPORTS
8am-Sunset: FlyBoarding – Introductory flight only $99!
Wake Surfing – Ride in a boat or buy a lesson
FREE Demo-Ride a Kayak or Stand Up Paddleboard
FREE Kids Tubing Rides
9:30am:
FREE Shuttle to Sugar Loaf Mountain Island on Veteran’s Barge
11am, 1pm: Professional FlyBoard Demos
11am:
Wake Surf Contest Sign-up
1pm-5pm:
Wake Surf Contest Awards presented at 5:30pm
ACTIVITIES
9am-Sunset: FREE Family Kid’s Zone 9am-Noon:
9am-5pm:
10am-5pm:
3pm:
4pm:

Fish Painting, Digging for Treasure,
Build a Castle (sand)
Shelter Chicken Drop – at the top of every hour

FFB Animal
Water Slides & Jump Houses
Craft Vendors & More!
Lunch/Dinner in Food Truck Alley
Ice Cream Eating Contest
Watermelon Seed Spitting Contest
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VisitFairfieldBay.com/Surf

Hotel information for Surf the Bay on Greer's Ferry Lake
Clinton
• Super 8, 501.745.8810
• Best Western Hillside Inn,
501.745.4700

Cabot
• Days Inn
• America's Best Value Inn
• Super 8

Greers Ferry
• LuCroy Inn, 501.825.6674
• Sugar Maple Inn, 501.825.8501,
sugarmapleinn.net

Herber Springs
• Quality Inn
• Holiday Inn Express & Suites
• Budget Inn

Mountain View
• Days Inn
• Dogwood Motel
• Hampton Inn
• Best Western
• America's Best Value Inn
• Hilton Garden Inn
• Super 8
• Quality Inn
• Howard Johnson
• Motel 6

Fairfield Bay
• Wyndham Resort at Fairfield Bay,
501.884.3333
• Wilena Herman is a realtor who
represents a wide variety of apartments, condos, cottages and vacation rental homes. Located in
the Town Square at Fairfield Bay,
501.884.4885.

Conway
• Holiday Inn Express
• Fairfield Inn
• Candlewood
• Microtel Inn & Suites
• LaQuinta Inn & Suites
• Comfort Inn

For additional information contact:
Bill Buchanan 501.352.1077
Mike Langhorne 501.318.7666
Forrest Bryant 816.896.1818
*If you plan to attend this event please let
one of us know so we can plan ahead for
number of people and boats.

We encourage as many members to attend as possible and
have as many boats on display for public viewing. Plus we
have the opportunity to expose a whole new community to
the Heartland Classics Chapter and our great hobby of classic boats.
We are honored that Fairfield has invited us to participate
in their Surf the Bay Festival and we look forward to a great
turn out of Heartland members.

ROCK LANE RESORT AND MARINA
A family vacation destination with an island attitude.

Kick back on Table Rock Lake, near Branson, Missouri. Have fun with boat
rentals, lake cruises, scuba diving and fishing, or relax by one of the pools.
Enjoy Charlie’s, a great steak & ale restaurant and Tiki Bar with live entertainment. Rock Lane Marina is a full service Marina with covered boat slips.

www.RockLane.com | 800.ROCKLANE | (800) 762-5526
611 Rock Lane Rd, Branson, MO 65616
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Classics Cruisin'

TABLE ROCK LAKE
JUNE 2-5 TH
ACBS VISION STATEMENT
The vision of The Antique and Classic Boat Society, Inc. is to provide an organization wherein people with a
common interest in and love of historic, antique and classic boats can come together with friends and colleagues
in a spirit of fellowship and fun to share dreams, adventures, knowledge, history and experiences.

Well, here’s your chance to be part of living in that vision!

Rock Lane Resort & Marina, Branson, MO
Rock Lane Resort & Marina, Branson, MO
Questions: Don Parker, 417-739-2124
Questions:
DonatParker,
417-739-2124
Details and
Registration
www.heartland-classics.org
Details and Registration at www.heartland-classics.org
What could be more full of fellowship and fun
What
could be
more
full
of fellowship
and fun
than cruisin’
and
eatin’
and
eatin’ and cruisin’?
than cruisin’ and eatin’ and eatin’ and cruisin’?
By now you have received your registration packet in the mail.
We look forward to seeing you at Table Rock!

Beautiful boats. Beautiful lake.
Beautiful boats. Beautiful lake.
Beautiful
friendships
justwaiting
waiting
to begin.
Beautiful
friendships –– some
some just
to begin.
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Hot Springs Classic
Opens 2016 Boating Season
for Heartland Classics
By Forrest D. Bryant & Kathy Parker

1965 Carver 17’ Commander owned by Don & Kathy Parker.

B

oating on Lake Ouachita is like cruising back into
a quieter time. Surrounded by the Ouachita National Forest, Lake Ouachita is known for its scenic natural beauty and the clarity of its waters. These pristine
waters form the largest man made lake within Arkansas's borders. Named one of the cleanest lakes in America, the 40,000-acre lake can be enjoyed in open waters
or quiet coves along the lake's 975 miles of shoreline.
Over 100 islands are forest covered as well as the surrounding mountains, lending to the feeling of serenity in
the natural state.
26 participants took part in the 2016 Hot Springs
Classic in early April with Mountain Harbor Resort
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& Spa as our host for the weekend. Early birds met for
dinner Thursday evening in Hot Springs at the Hibachi
Sushi Grill Buffet where we all enjoyed the many options available on the buffet.
Friday was a day cruise on Ouachita with lunch at Shangri-La Resort on the west end of the lake. After lunch
we cruised back to Mountain Harbor for rest, relaxation and cold refreshments. Dinner that evening was at
Mountain Harbor.
Saturday was a cruise day with our destination being
the Brody Mountain area on the south eastern side of
Ouachita. Lunch was at Brody Mountain Restaurant.
After lunch we continued our cruise to the Blakely
Mountain Dam and enjoyed a leisure cruise back to
Mountain Harbor. Options for the evening were dinner
on your own or an evening dinner cruise on the Belle of
Hot Springs Riverboat on Lake Hamilton. Part of the
group went for dinner and dancing on the Belle and one
group opted for a visit to Ohio Club for some jazz followed by a great Italian dinner at Belle Arti Ristorante.

Seven boats represented a diverse spectrum of antique
and classic boats. The “Antique” boat was a 1940 Chris
Craft 19’ Barrelback owned by Buddy and Sherri Butler. “Woodwind” is symbolic of style and grace on the
water and a great ride for her crew.

“Late Classic” boats added interest and color to the fleet.
Mike Yancey led the cruises in his blue 1979 Caravelle
17.5’ I/O.

Alex & Linda Barry had fun in the red and white 1968
Cobalt 18’ Bubble Deck.

“Classic” boats included a 1954 Chris Craft 14’ Cavalier
owned by Dick & Cara Moist.

Forrest & Kally Bryant generously gave rides in their
“Contemporary” 1996 Hacker Craft 26’ Double Cockpit.

A 1958 Century 21’ Coronado owned by Kevin &
Jeanne Hogan (and Labrador Harley).

Sunday was hook up the trailer and boat and head for
home with just the memories of the beautiful vast waters of Lake Ouachita.
Thanks to all that took part, and especially, Mike Langhorne, chapter president and event organizer. Now,
N
we’re primed for the rest of the season.
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Member Profile

RAFE AND MELANIE HUNSUCKER
Broken Arrow, OK
By Rafe & Melanie Hunsucker

Love for Boating is an Acquired Habit

M

y love of boating began long

packed, they spent many of their summer weekends together

before I was even born. My fa-

waterskiing and enjoying the water. Growing up in Tulsa made

ther had a thing for all things with mo-

it quite easy to make a trip to the lake. In just a short, sixty

tors. Whether they were cars, boats,

minute drive from Tulsa, you’re on the water. Growing up we

planes, you name it – he loved them.

spent our summers on the lake, camping in our cabin cruisers.

So my love of all these same things

Dad always had a project, or two, or ten, for us to work on. The

has come second nature to me. In the

weekends were filled with scraping, sanding, painting, staining,

summer of 1955, my dad was just

bottom jobs and repairs. It was hard work but most of all, I

out of high school and began work as a dock hand at Grand

loved the lake and being out on the boat with my family. As far

Craft Marina on Grand Lake. After my parents married in 1959,

back as I can remember we always had a boat. But this particular

they enjoyed camping with friends, as well as boating on Grand

boat I previously mentioned was special. It was the boat that

Lake. Fast forward to 1962, my dad came across a 1960 Chris

I learned to waterski behind. But as with time and two grow-

Craft Cavalier that was out in some old guy’s yard. Dad bought it

ing boys involved in so many after school activities, sometimes

from him, took it home, put a new bottom on it, gave it a fresh

the toys get put away or altogether forgotten. The old Cavalier

paint job and did a little mechanical work – the boat was water

was put away in 1985, the year I graduated from high school.

ready! Many fun summers followed with this boat. My parents
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and Melanie’s parents would take off from Tulsa on Friday after

Melanie and I were married in August of 1999. It was then

work and head for the lake. With meals prepared and carefully

that I introduced her to my water world. Having grown up in

El

Paso,

Texas,

there

water. The old girl needed quite a bit of work, but she had good

weren’t too many bod-

bones. After several weeks, we decided to take it to The Antique

ies of water around. She

Boat Shop in Ft. Wayne, Indiana. On a very early Saturday morn-

spent summer weekends

ing, way before the sun peaked out over the horizon, we began

with friends at Elephant

the long haul with the boat from Broken Arrow, OK to Indiana.

Butte, a man-made lake in

The next morning we met with Jeff Funk at his shop where we

New Mexico. Many of her

left it in his hands to make it beautiful again. Nearly a year later,

friends had boats, so the

we trekked back to Indiana to pick her up. She had a name for

familiarity of boats had al-

the first time and is now known as the Irish Mist. Since its re-

ready been instilled. Since

turn, we have enjoyed several boating seasons on Grand Lake

our nuptials, we have spent a big part of our free time at our cab-

and experiencing boat cruises on Grand Lake, as well as Beaver

in on Grand Lake. We have been blessed to have had several boats

Lake and Table Rock Lake with our Heartland Classic friends.

during our time together. In the summer of 2010, we decided to

Melanie is currently serving at the Secretary for Heartland Classics

pull the old Cavalier out of storage, where it had been since 1985.

and I am on the Board of Directors.

We spoke to several people, searched the World Wide Web, and
did lots of research, anything we could find to bring this boat

Irish Mist took home the Best

back to life. We hauled it home to Broken Arrow – wires chewed

Restored Award at the 2015

through, upholstery eaten up, windshield busted. The years had

Mahogany and Chrome Classic

not been good to the boat, nor all the critters. After 25 years of

Boat Festival on Grand Lake.

N

being in storage, you could sense that it ached to be back on the

1990 F311 with Twin 502's
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21stst Annual Keels & Wheels
Concours D' Elegance

By Forrest D. Bryant

T

he 21st Annual Keels & Wheels
Concours D' Elegance was held at
the Lakewood Yacht Club April 23rd and
24th in Seabrook, TX.

as well as 2016 Lincoln, Rolls Royce,
Bentley, Cadillac, Mercedes-Benz, and
Porsche. There were MJM Yachts, ChrisCraft, Carver, Corsair and other brands

Keels & Wheels is one of the top three
classic boat shows in the country and the
largest combined classic boat and car
show in the U.S. Keels & Wheels benefits the Boys & Girls Harbor that provide a safe haven for abused and abandoned children. Over 1.5 million has been
raised to date.
This year's event included 180 classic
cars and 83 classic boats. Boats were
area of concept cars displayed.

of new boats displayed at the east end of
the docks. There were a wide variety of
vendor tents, food trucks and a special
displayed on trailers and in the docks at
Lakewood. The grounds of Lakewood
were filled with classic autos of all makes
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Keith Martin, Publisher and Founder
of Sports Car Market Magazine and
Co-host of "What's My Car Worth"
show on the Velocity Channel, was this
year's Master of Ceremonies, 2016
marks his 7th year.

Heartland Classics members, Dan
Diehl, Fred Burban, Jim Frechette
and Clay Thompson were boat judges

again this year. Other Heartland Classic members attending included Dave &
Johnnie Person, Paul & Linda Merryman, Paul Hastings and Susan Garner, Dick & Cara Moist, Clay & Patty
Thompson, Dave & Elaine Watts, Dan
& Alicia Diehl, Bobby & Dayna Gibson,
Mike Langhorne and Forrest & Kally
Bryant.

New this year is Paint-A-Boat. Kids get
to paint the outside hull of a finished
boat. Paint is water colors and each kid
can paint whatever they want in any col-

Several Heartland members won awards
at the boat show.

or. It's up to their imagination. This has
been a fun program started right here
at Keels & Wheels, in 2005 by Southwest member John Platou, later joined
by Alan Bischof, also a Southwest
Chapter member. There are also mem-

Kids Build-A-Boat was back again this
year. Children of all ages are invited to
help build an 8 foot woody dinghy. All
kids that participate are entered into a

Classic Utility Century Bobby Gibson
Best of Class 1959 Century Resorter
Dr. Bob

bers of the Antique Outboard Motor
Club, Texas Chapter, who had a great
display of outboards next to the Build-ABoat area. (See the Build-A-Boat article
in this issue.)

drawing with a chance to win the finished
boat. Kids also have the opportunity to
help rebuild a 5hp outboard motor. This
provides kids a great opportunity to see
how all the parts go together to make a
real operating engine.

There were fly-overs by antique military
aircraft plus a skydiving team dropped in
N
from the Remax Sky Diving Team.

Classic Utility - Other Bobby Gibson
Silver 1959 Correct Craft Atom Skier
The Deacon
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Best of Show Small Boat - 1921 Ventor
Stepped Hull Racer Dixie Baby

Classic Utility Chris Craft
Owned by Dave Watts
Best of Class
1950 Chris Craft Sportsman
Erin G

Classic Racer
Owned by Paul Hastings
Silver 1965 Jones Racing Hydroplane
Green Hornet

Best of Show - Big Boat - 1896 Bath
Iron Works Steam Tender Launch

Dick Moist checking out Splinter, an
all wood exterior built on an 89 Honda
Accord chassis.

Classic Runabout
Owned by Clay & Patty Thompson
Best of Show 1949 Stancraft Torpedo
Geronimo

Classic Runabout-Other
Owned by Paul Hastings
Best of Class 1964 Riva Aquarama
Champagne Taste
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ACBS President Jeff Funk was presented with a plaque from Chief Judge
Terry Fiest and Paul Merryman, CoChairman.

British Jags on Display

THE #1 SOURCE ON GRAND LAKE
for Lumber and all your Hardware Needs.

N

All the materials you need for dock maintenance
including wire rope & steel cable from 1/4" to 3/4"!

Hand & Power Tools • Electrical
Plumbing • Hardware • Lawn & Garden

411 W Ketchum Ave | Ketchum, OK 74349
Phone: 918-782-3251 | Fax: 918-782-3966
Email: info@JonesHardware.US
Shop Online: www.joneshardware.us
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Kid's Build-a-Boat • Build-an-Engine • Paint-a-Boat
By John Platou

F

irst started in the spring of 2007 at the Lake Wood Yacht
Club at the Keels & Wheels Event and continued at the January 2008 Houston Boat Show. This success has continued to
this day and was expanded in 2015 to Include Kid Build An Engine
and Kid Paint A Boat was added in 2016.
Any of the 3 projects are great and all 3 at once seem to keep the
party going with the kids. Kids attract kids!
The Paint A Boat and Build an Engine are the easiest to put together as the same engine and boat are used each year. The BUILD
A BOAT requires a boat to be pre-constructed before each show,
about 20 man hours and 300 dollars. Reusing jigs and building 3
at a time reduces man hours to about 12 per boat.

Kids must have fun. Boats produced by Crew Members and Reassembled by Kids will not be a 100 point boat! These are very
rough boats. The enemy of good is perfect. All kids are invited to
participate, youngest, for photo was 4 mouths. Most are 4 to 7
or 8, but reach up to about 12, oldest was 82! Youngest was 15
to 18 months! Girls are 60 to 70 percent of kids, this year almost
80%.Each kid gets to fill out a free raffle ticket, with parent's
permission. The Completed Boat(S) will be given
away to the lucky ticket
holder. Each kid drills
and puts in two or more
screws depending on the
crowd. Typically the boat
plans call for about 150
screws, the kids put in
1000 to 1200 per boat.
Shoot gun approach to
boat building. Depending
on the number of kids watching, and if there is not a line, kids attract more kids. Participating kids are allowed to put in more than
2 screws. There is always a place to add an additional 2 screws!

THE ACTUAL BUILDING
This is a real 8’ Pram, a real 1955, 5 ½ HP Evinrude and a completed 8’ Pram For the boat being painted. Space required is 10’
x 20’. The Assembly Crew needs One(1) greeter and a minimum
of Two(2) Crew Builders, but Three(3) is best for Build A Boat.
One(1) additional Crew is needed for Build An Engine and One(1)
for Paint A Boat. Ideally, Six(6) Crew Members is optimum to efficiently facilitate the program.

BASIC RULES OF BUILD A BOAT
Safety First, Members maintain complete control of drill, kids only
pull trigger. Members must know exactly how to assemble, no
time for thinking or studying with kids around, they lose interest
in 20 seconds or less, so members must react not think!
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The Boat is a 8’ Pram, that is pre-build and assembled By Crew
Members before the show(s) It is basically a prefab kit assembled
for shipping to the shows so no parts are lost.
The Crew Members have the site completely laid out starting
with the sponge type colored mats and all the tools ready to go.
This is before the start of arrival of kids the boat is disassembled
and carefully
laid out, so the
assembly goes
smoothly.

When the kids arrive you have no time to think you must react.
Members start with the frame assembled on the jig, unless kids
are older and the members decide to let kids see the complete
process. These may take an extra hour or more. Most kids want
action and installing plywood planking does that. Kids allowed to
help use a glue gun with polyurethane adhesive the first two predrilled screws from
the initial assembly
are installed and
then the members
start helping the
kids predrill and
install screws. The
adhesive used in Pl
construction adhesive, in a real boat
3m 5200 is better but 5 times the
cost. Screws used
are ¾ #8 cad plated
from Lowes 5 cents
each, better would
be silicon bronze
but at 18 cents
each. Kids strip the
silicon bronze very easily and with the large number of kids 250
plus each get 2 or more screws. It gets expensive fast. Screws are
called for every 3 inches, but end up on ¾ inch centers! We use
white oak which is more expensive but screws hold better and do
no strip as easy as pine or fir.
When a kid approaches we ask the
parents if the their
kid would like to
help, members' kids
are great at getting
kids into the booth,
parents are told no
cost and then get a
free chance to win
the boat. Kids are
invited to paint as
well. Just added this
year, paint a boat gets the kids into the booth easier! And add a
lot of color for attention.

in screws broken bones back together. After they are finished they
are asked if they want to paint the boat next or work on engine.

PAINT A BOAT

We have an old 8’ pram painted white enamel and gridded off in
3 by 4 inch random squares. Each kid is allowed to paint several
of their choosing with water based kindergarten paint in 6 colors.
We have a signature block on about 12 x12 line so the kids can
sign the boat. Kids who say they want to be a Doctor are asked to
sign as DR. Sue or Tom!

KIDS BUILD AN ENGINE

The engine used is a 1955 Evinrude 5 ½ hp. Its sole purpose is to

be taken apart and put back together again by the kids. Screws,
nuts and bolts are kid tight never torqued down, as the next kids
will have trouble loosening the screws.
The members helping must know the engine like the back of their
hand. In our case, I know the engine very well and can direct a
member step by step in assembly or disassembly. If a part or
screw is found after assembly we just put it aside for next time.
The engine is not going to be running so as long as it looks complete is good enough. Kids get to work on the engine until the
next group of kids wants to work on it, but get to remove 4 or 5
bolts as a minimum.
During various parts of disassembly we show the kids how to test
for spark and let them see the blue spark when we pull on the
recoil. Let them see the pistons go up and down as we turn the

When the kid decides to help build, the member asks their parent
if they want to help their kid, most do not, we ask their name and
if they have ever used a drill before. The member firmly holds
the drill and only allows the kids to pull the trigger. Two drills
are set up one with the counter sink drill bit and the other with
screw driver bit. We ask the kids what they want to be when they
grow up and try to relate how they might use a drill! One of top
answers for girls is vet, and then we say they could use this skill
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flywheel, we relate it as similar to using your feet to make a bike
go! 2 pistons like 2 feet. With the gear case off we submerge the
gear case in a 5 gallon bucket and let them see water pump and
propeller work as we change shift rod to go in forward to neutral
to reverse. We use the bat drill to slowly turn the drive shaft.
When we disassemble the block we get the kids to hold up a piston and the crank shaft for pictures and a big smile.
At the indoor show like the Houston Boat Show it would not be
possible to start the engine, but at a small outdoor show it would
and would be a great crowd pleaser!
The kids who want to work on the engine are varied with girls
a good 80% especially if with another girl, 6 to 10 years seem
to hold the most interest. One 3 year old granddaughter of one
member at Keels and Wheels took the head and the spark plugs
off 3 times and back in in over about 30 minutes, all dressed in
a Frilly Dress!
The engine is not as popular with as many kids but the ones that
do want to work on it stay a long time and have a great time.
There have been offers to give a donations! None are accepted,
but could be?
Would be great to have a low cost kid membership and maybe
newsletter?
Remember any boat or outboards we collect or build with our
kids and grandkids do not count towards
N personal inventory of
boats and or motors that we collect!
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Editor's Note
John Platou started the Kids Build-A-Boat at Keels
& Wheels in 2007 and continued at the January 2008
Houston Boat Show. Alan Bischof joined John in 2009.
They are both members of ACBS, Southwest Chapter
and the Antique Outboard Motor Club, Texas Chapter.
I met these two outstanding gentlemen at the Heartland
Classics Restoration Workshop at Brent Howard's shop
in February of this year. I asked if they would be willing
to write an article about the Kids Build-A-Boat program
and they agreed.
We are pleased to
have the opportunity to provide
this story to our
Mahogany &
Chrome readers.
In my opinion,
John Platou & Alan Bischof at this year's
this program is the
Restoration Workshop
best in the country
when it comes to getting kids interested in boats. We need
more individuals like John and Alan to help keep our classic boat hobby alive and well for the future. Thanks again
guys for your dedication and hard work on this wonderful
program.
Forrest D. Bryant
Editor

CUSTOM BOAT COVERS
AND INTERIORS

Chemicals: Chlorine & Baquacil, Natural Chemistry
Salt Systems
Automatic Cleaners for Above Ground or In Ground
Covers: Solar or Winter & Loop-Loc Safety Covers
Equipment: Sta-Rite Pumps, Filters, Heaters
Wind Garden Spinners, Flags & Wind Socks
Above Ground Pools, Accessories & Equipment
Parts for Many Brands of Equipment
Liners for Above Ground & In Ground Pools
Maintenance Equipment & Labor Saving Items
Spas & Accessories
Oakley Sunglasses (20% Heartland Member Discount)

Custom covers made in our shop or at your
location with our convenient mobile service.
Tim Gust started Master Stitcher in 1995. His
vision then and now was to produce the best
custom covers in the business. Fast forward
to today you can’t find a better boat cover or
more professional boat interior specialist.

816.721.8680
17019 S. Route 291
Pleasant Hill, MO 64080
masterstitcher.boat@yahoo.com

NEW Drink Coolies
$2.00

(Available in navy, black,
spruce green, red, mauve,
purple and royal blue)

Heartland Classics Burgees
$30.00

Heartland Classics Caps - $20.00
(Available in stone, ensign blue, navy blue, hunter green,
dandelion, melon, periwinkle and spearmint green)
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Are you Getting the Full Value
of your Heartland Classics Membership?
By Forrest D. Bryant

Membership has its privileges.
How many of us have heard that? I would venture to say that we
all have. As kids growing up, through school and as adults joining
the work force we've all been involved with sports teams, clubs,
associations and various organizations that provided us with the
opportunity to participate with one another in activities that we
enjoy. To enjoy and receive the privileges and benefits of membership we need to do one simple thing – participate. If we don't
participate we don't give anything or receive anything. Ex. If we
join a fitness center, golf club or country club, pay our dues but
don't show up for workouts, to play golf or join members of the
country club for dinner and events we certainly are not getting
any value or privileges from our memberships.
With that introduction and example I'll get to the point of this article. I worked with our Membership Director, Kathy Parker,
to update the Heartland Classics Membership Directory. After reviewing the updated membership list I realized that I don't
know or have never met 45% of the members. I didn't include
new members that have joined Heartland in the last few months
in my figure.
My wife Kally and I have been members since 2006 and have
participated in most all of the club events and have attended 9
ACBS International Shows. I became a director and Editor of
Mahogany & Chrome in 2009 and thoroughly enjoy the many
members I have met over the last 10 years. Sharing the love
and enjoyment of classic boating with people that have the same
passion has been a very fulfilling experience. I would like to encourage all Heartland Classic members to participate I would
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like to see that 45% go down to 0%. Our 2016 boating season
is just starting and there are a lot of events ahead in the next
four months.
One of the main objectives of Mahogany & Chrome is to provide our members with a communication vehicle that promotes
our upcoming events and recaps the activities.
Each of the quarterly issues features a member profile that gives
insight into that member's love affair with the classic boating
hobby. Articles cover subjects like boating safety, restoration
projects, youth activities, classic outboard motors and insurance.
The Trading Dock allows members to list their classic boats and
accessories for sale and advertising sponsors offer products and
services to classic boating owners. Each issue is also available on
the Heartland Classics website. www.heartland-classics.org
Mahogany & Chrome is a great communications vehicle but it
can't take the place of face to face interactions with members.
I encourage everyone to participate in our upcoming events and
get to know your fellow Heartland Classic members. Who
knows, you might even develop life long friendships with fellow
classic boaters. One thing for sure is there will be some great
cruises, great food & drinks and of course classic boat stories.
"Membership has its privileges, you just have to make the first
step and participate."
I look forward to meeting each and every one of you.
See you on the water.
Forrest

N

Whether you come to be part of the action or just need to get away from it all, Bass Pro Shops’
Big Cedar Lodge is perfect for your next family vacation or romantic getaway. Explore the beautiful
Ozarks by renting a boat from our Marina, treating yourself to a carriage ride at Cedar Mountain Stables,
or enjoying a refreshing walk on our paved Hiking Path. Then indulge yourself at the spa or one of our
outstanding restaurants before you unwind in your own luxurious, private log cabin or lodge room.

Nine miles south of Branson
1-800-BCLODGE (1-800-225-6343)
www.bigcedar.com
MC0311
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What's in a NAME?
By Kathy Parker

A

series of Heartland Classics boat names will be shared
in each issue of Mahogany & Chrome. Let us know the
story of your boat’s name.
1955 Chris Craft 15’ Utility Runabout Powered by Chris
Craft A inboard 60 hp. Owned by Richard & Cara Moist of
Springfield, Missouri.

1956 Chris
Craft 15’ Cavalier, Powered by
a Hercules A 60
hp Owned by
Jack Pryor of
Adair, OK

Miss Julianna
was originally
delivered in 1955 to Buckeye Lake in Ohio. Her Hercules Model A engine runs at 60 HP at 3200 RPM. She is
made of Mahogany plywood.

Chickadee started life in Indianapolis, IN delivered to Dr.
Jonathan “Chick” Comer to be used at his brother’s summer cottage on a lake in upper Wisconsin. Dr. Chick passed
away before having gotten to ride in the boat, so you can
see why it was named “Chickadee”.

She was partially restored when Jack Pryor bought her in
2012. That restoration was completed in May of 2014.
She was named after Jack’s granddaughter who was lost
at birth.

Miss Julianna has the distinction of being the only boat
to be towed in twice at the 2013 Classics Cruisin’ Table
N
Rock Lake event.

In 1965 we met Dr. Chick’s son Jot and his wife Gwen
at Great Lakes Naval training Center where we were both
serving as Dental officers. During the next few years we
met and became friends with all associated with the Chickadee. The boat eventually came to Mooresville, IN where
Jot’s family lived.
We traveled to visit the Comers and the boat in Indiana
every year for the Indy 500 and they came to Missouri in
the summer to boat. We brought the boat to Missouri for
minor repairs and to run on Table Rock Lake and then back
to Indiana. After Jot’s death, we bought the boat, gave it a
complete restoration and motor rebuild.
Now Chickadee resides at the Ozarks Yacht Club Dock
on Indian Point. It comes out for evening rides and
ACBS events.

With your support we can preserve the rich legacy and history Classic
Boating and of the Chris-Craft Marque and pass this history on to new
generations. Join NOW and receive 4 issues of the club’s award-winning
quarterly magazine, The Brass Bell, and online benefits such as Boat Buzz
(our Online discussion forum), Hull Registry (view others like yours),
Online Archive (historic documents & marketing literature), and more.
Yearly rate of only $50 (Non-U.S. Members - $65 USD)
Send a check and contact info to:

Chris-Craft Antique Boat Club
3705 Gordon Ave.
St. John, MO 63114-4059

Learn more: www.chris-craft.org
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Watkins Lithographic, established in 1978, is a high end
commercial printer that specializes in excellent quality
litho printing and large format display graphics.
Our equipment is the latest innovative technology, allowing us to deliver the finest quality at cost effective
prices. Our team of experienced professionals are dedicated to delivering uncompromised customer service
and satisfaction.
Call us for your next print project and find out for yourself
how much better it can be... “The Watkins Difference”

133 W 10th Ave | North Kansas City, Missouri
816.842.3667 | www.watkinslitho.com

Printer of Award Winning
Mahogany and Chrome
Watkins has been the printer for Mahogany and
Chrome since I became the editor back in 2010.
They deliver excellent print quality and customer service at competitive prices. I would highly
recommend them for your next printing project.
Forrest D. Bryant
Editor, Mahogany and Chrome

There’s a reason people trust Hagerty with the boats they love.
We make the experience of owning one better, with insurance, valuation tools and
support for boat clubs, along with extraordinary service from people who share your
passion for boats.
Cruise with us. Hagerty.com | 800-922-4050 | Local Agent
Hagerty determines final risk acceptance. All coverage is subject to policy provisions and availability. Hagerty is a registered trademark of The Hagerty Group, LLC. ©2016 The Hagerty Group, LLC.
Boat make and model names and logos are property of their respective owners and their inclusion does not imply sponsorship of or affiliation with Hagerty or any of its products or services.
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Trading Dock
1971 Glastron Gt 150

1959 Glascraft Outboard Boat

Same year, make, and model from the 1973 movie Live and Let
Die in what is surely one of the most memorable boat scenes
in 007 history.

Fiberglass with those GIANT 50's tail fins!
Rare model
Needs restoration

Restored in 2014. Boat, motor, trailer truly one of a kind. Powered
by 1971 mercury 90h.p in excellent running condition. Boat won
Best Glass Classic in Grand Lake Classic Boat Show 2014 and Best
Outboard in 2015. This boat has received numerous accolade in
Tulsa World, Grand Lake Chronicle, etc.
Contact Phil Hennage for more info 918-633-7153

Asking $11,500.00

Asking $995.00
Contact: Clay Thompson
robinsonboat@yahoo.com | 580-471-5665

Trading Dock Policy: Ads placed in the magazine and on-line will be billed at the rate of $15.00 for members and $30.00 for non-members. This is a per issue charge and ads will continue to run in the magazine and on-line until you cancel or of course you sell your boat or
item. We kindly ask you to inform us once your boat or item has sold so we can keep The Trading Dock ads current.
To place an ad in the Trading Dock send photos and ad copy
to Forrest at forrestdbryant@gmail.com
or Kelli at kellig02@yahoo.com

Find more deals online:

www.heartland-classics.org/trading-dock/

The Trading Dock is not just for boats!
If you have other classic boat items available for sale The Trading Dock is a great way
to share those items with your fellow club members.
Contact Forrest Bryant for advertising details at 816.896.1818
or email photos to forrestdbryant@gmail.com
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PROPS
& RUDDERS
Restoration & Repair of
classic wooden boats.
We also have a selection of
wooden boat projects and parts.

A Division of

HART

Diving & Salvage, Inc.

USCG Captain Terry Hart
573-365-3382 | 573-216-1600
Lake Ozark, Missouri 65049
www. hartdivingandsalvage .com
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Heartland Classics Chapter
9029 NE Sam Ray Rd.
Kansas City, MO 64156
www.heartland-classics.org
heartland-classics@hotmail.com

Your One-Stop Super Shop
Automotive • Marine • Aircraft • Industrial

In business for 38 years, we have the know-how and the product selections
to provide you with only the highest Quality Brands. Over 50 brands including
names like 3M™, Interlux™, Epiglass™, Sherwin Williams™, Awl Grip™, DeWalt™,
Fein Tools™, West Systems™, SpiesHecker™, Hutchins™ and many others.
Your One-Stop Super Shop – We can assist you with all your needs and tech
advice for automotive body shop tools & supplies, boat building & refinishing
supplies, fiberglass supplies and aircraft and Industrial finishes.
We distribute all of our products at wholesale prices to customers all over the
country. To find out more about our selection contact us today.
Your Complete Auto & Marine Distributor Coast to Coast.

PAINTS PLUS
603 E. 4th Street | Stover, MO 65078
1-800-472-4551 | paintsplus.com

